











wit and champion of free speech. Amid artefacts like his old typewriter, letters and
Purple Heart, vou'll find a clear take on contemporary culture wars.



With sprawling burbs, humongous highways and gas at some $3.25 a gallon (85c a
litre), evervbody drives evervwhere in Indy. Well, mostly. The Indianapolis Cultural
Trail is a ten-mile (16km) linear park that has turned a former traffic lane into an
ambling trail connecting several neighbourhoods and dotted with public art.






Indy’s neighbourhoods lack the diversity of Chicago (a three-hour drive north), or
even Cleveland, but they are bubbling nicely. Try Irvington, or Broad Ripple, but
especially Fountain Square, a cultural crossroads south of Downtown that looks like
mid-century movie sets.

Browse vintage at Zodiac, vinvl at Square Cat records, musical instruments at
Arthur’s, and catch a gig at indie venue Hi-Fi (upcoming shows include Ireland’s
Inhaler in September). It's hard to believe this whole neighbourhood was once
Indiana farmland.



“This was my place of healing; my church,” says Peter Bloomquist, guiding a canoe
trip on the city’s White River. He founded Frank’s Paddlesports Livery after finding
peace and connection on the river during Covid, and today wears a ‘Make Indv a
River City’ badge on his cap.

Millions have been spent cleaning up the waterway (White River State Park is the
largest urban state park in the US) and we see turkey vultures overhead, and turtles
sunning on rocks, as we go with the flow. Pay $20 for an hourly rental, or $40 for a
guided tour.












Indy boasts the world’s largest children’s museum, classy art and garden trails at
Newtields (including work by Robert Indiana, Van Gogh and Georgia O’'Keeffe), but
my don’t-miss museum is the Eiteljorg ($20), zeroing in on Native American culture
and the American West.
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